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Parental Responsibility
Parental Responsibility encompasses all the rights, duƟ es, powers, 
responsibiliƟ es and authority that an adult has in relaƟ on to a child and 
their property. It is a legal relaƟ onship that lasts unƟ l the child is 18. 

Parental responsibility allows the holder to be involved in decisions 
relaƟ ng to the child,  for example, how the child is educated and which 
school the child aƩ ends, which religion the child should follow, whether a 
child should receive medical treatment and what type, etc. A person with 
parental responsibility is able to obtain informaƟ on about the child from 
the child’s school, the local authority and the doctor. 

Whether a parent has parental responsibility for their child depends on 
whether they are the mother or father, married or unmarried.

Mothers
Mothers automaƟ cally have parental responsibility when their child is 
born whether they are married to the child’s father or not

Fathers
If the child’s father is married to the child’s mother he will automaƟ cally 
have parental responsibility for the child. 

If the child’s father is not married to the child’s mother, but the child’s 
birth was registered on or aŌ er 1st December 2003 and the father’s 
name is on the birth cerƟ fi cate, he will automaƟ cally have parental 
responsibility for the child. 



If neither of the above apply there are four ways in which an unmarried father 
can acquire parental responsibility :-.

Civil Partners
The Civil Partnership Act 2004 allows same sex couples to register their 
relaƟ onship, which puts it on a formal fooƟ ng akin to marriage. 

A civil partner can obtain parental responsibility for his or her partner’s child if all 
other people with parental responsibility agree and an agreement is signed and 
registered with the Court. AlternaƟ vely a civil partner can make an applicaƟ on to 
the Court for parental responsibility.

Step Parents
A step-parent can obtain parental responsibility for their partner’s child if all 
other people with parental responsibility agree and an agreement is signed and 
registered with the Court. AlternaƟ vely, a stepparent can make an applicaƟ on to 
Court for step-parental responsibility.

 Marry the mother of the child

  If the child was born on or aŌ er 
1st December 2003 and if the child’s 
mother agrees, re-register the child’s 
birth to show himself as the father. 

  Enter into a parental responsibility 
agreement with the mother and 
register it with the Court

  Apply to the Court for a parental 
responsibility order.  In deciding 

such an applicaƟ on, the Court’s 
paramount consideraƟ on is the 
welfare of the child. The Court will 
consider the child’s aƩ achment 
with their father, the father’s 
commitment to the child and 
the father’s reasons for making 
the applicaƟ on for parental 
responsibility. It is generally not 
diffi  cult for fathers to meet the 
threshold to obtain parental 
responsibility
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Blandy & Blandy LLP does not assume legal responsibility for the accuracy of any 
particular statement contained in this guide. In the case of specifi c problems we 
recommend that professional advice be sought.

Blandy & Blandy LLP does not assume legal responsibility for the accuracy of any 
particular statement contained in this guide. In the case of specifi c problems we 
recommend that professional advice be sought.

Contact us
If you would like to speak to someone about our services or discuss your 
situaƟ on, please contact 

Andrew Don Head of Family
T: 0118 951 6801
E: andrew.don@blandy.co.uk

Brenda Long Partner
T: 0118 951 6803
E: brenda.long@blandy.co.uk

Claire Dyer Associate
T: 0118 951 6859
E: claire.dyer@blandy.co.uk

Siobhan Baillie Solicitor
T: 0118 951 6917
E: siobhan.baillie@blandy.co.uk

Jessica Reid Solicitor
T: 0118 951 6805
E: jessica.reid@blandy.co.uk

Claire Burton Solicitor
T: 0118 951 6808
E: claire.burton@blandy.co.uk

Emma Hillier Legal Assistant
T: 0118 951 6811
E: emma.hillier@blandy.co.uk
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Blandy & Blandy LLP is regulated and authorisedd by the Solicitors Regulation Authority and regulated and authorised by the Financial Service Authority.
It is incorporated as a limited liability partnership under number OC 348096 and its registered offi  ce is at One Friar Street Reading Berkshire RG1 1DA. 
A list of Members may be inspected at our Registered Offi  ce. “Partner” denotes a Member or a senior Employee of Blandy & Blandy LLP. 
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